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and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

|—| This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, clairns and^or ^^fj^^ 
□ a^ndedand are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 

n □ 
in □ 
iv □ 
v 

VI □ 

vn □ 
vm □ 



Date of submission of the demand 

20 juillet 2004 (20.07.2004) 


Date of completion of this report 

22 November 2004 (22.11.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPBA/EP 


Authorized officer 

Telephone No. miimm 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

| L Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of me international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2003/003835 



1-8 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



1-13 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/3-3/3 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



\ | the sequence listing part of the description: 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
1 * the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. which is: 

Tfoese i elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language * mc& 



3. 



the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
the language of pubhcation of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelmrinary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| ] contained in the international application in written form. 
[ | ffledtogemerwimmeinter^ 

[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ Hie statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence hsting does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the mitten sequence hstmg has 
been furnished 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 

| | the description, pages . — 

| | the claims, Nos 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



i^lK^.l»Att»SW*"' , ' , " l " ,, * ^ "' 

I **Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The invention relates to a fluid dispensing member for 
mounting on the opening of a fluid container, which member 
includes : 

- a body defining an internal chamber with a variable . 
volume, which body defines a lower end, 

- an actuating rod axially movable back and forth in said 
body to vary the volume of said chamber, which rod 
includes a lower portion inserted into the body and an 
upper portion defining an upper end, 

- a radially outwardly extending circumf erential bearing 
flange including a lower surface at least indirectly 
engageable with one edge of the fluid container opening, 
and 

- optionally a neck washer arranged in contact with the 
lower flange surface so that it is compressed between the 
flange and the edge of the opening. 

A dispensing member of this type is known from document 
US-A-2002/066751. The aim of the invention is to provide a 
highly compact dispensing member that is compatible with 
container necks of almost any height while being 
exceptionally well balanced. 

According to one feature of the invention, the axial 
height axially separating the lower flange surface from 
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the upper end of the actuating rod is substantially the 
same as the axial height axially separating the lower 
flange surface from the lower end of the body. In an 
alternative embodiment, the axial height axially 
separating the lower surface of the washer from the upper 
end of the actuating rod is substantially the same as the 
axial height axially separating the lower washer surface 
from the lower end of the body. 

The combination of features in each of independent claims 
1 and 2 is not found in or obvious from the prior art. It 
follows that the subject matter of independent claims 1 
and 2 is novel and involves an inventive step. Dependent 
claims 3 to 13 also comply with the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3). Furthermore, claims 1 to 13 are 
considered to be industrially applicable. 
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